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A REPORT   FOR THE UHRN’s WORLD AIDS DAY CELEBRATIONS 2014 

 

THEME: "Closing the Gap in the HIV Prevention and Treatment" 

Date: 18th -12 - 2014 

Venue: UHRN RESOURCE CENTRE  

Time: 08:30 am – 5:00 pm 

Introduction 

On the 18th-Dec-2014 Uganda Harm Reduction Network with its members gathered at 

UHRN’s resource centre to celebrate the world Aids day. The activity was organized by 

Uganda Harm Reduction Network attended by 25 participants with support from ITPC. 

The Global theme for the World AIDS Campaign 2014 was “Zero New HIV Infections, Zero 

Discrimination and Zero AIDS Related Deaths.” The Uganda’s theme for this year’s 

celebration was “Re-engaging Communities for Effective HIV Prevention” and the slogan 

was “Accelerating community action towards zero new infections.’ 

The event started with introductions of participants who introduced themselves and what 

they love about themselves. After the introductions, the facilitator-----Jacklean K, UHRN’s 

Programs Director thanked the participants for keeping time and honoring the invitations. 

The event was attended by different sections of people including: Injecting drug users, Sex 

workers who use drugs, Brothel managers and UHRN’s peer educators. 

The drug users expressed their joy with a hand clap and cheer up for the great work 

Uganda Harm Reduction Network has done to the drug user community. One of the 

sexworker who injects Cocaine and Sniffs…. LOYCE NAKA aka “EASY” shared that; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m LOYCE NAKA 21 years, aka EASY an Ophan from a family of four…. I left home six years back 

after I lost my Mum the only parent I had remained with since I was seven years old…. Life hardened 

when me and my young sisters and brother started staying with our Grandmother in the village. I left the 

village when a well wisher asked my grandmother to allow her to come with me to the city…….we then 

started staying together as she continued to run her Bar business. This would gather different youth 

where some used to come with drugs and some were ladies (sex workers). I also joined their crew….I 

started selling sex in exchange of money and drugs up to date. I didn’t know anything about positive 

living until when a Peer Educator from Uganda Harm Reduction Network reached us in Kalerwe during 

her outreach work. She sensitized, motivated and led us to MARPI Mulago health centre where me and 

my friends were enrolled on ART. We are now informed and our health is better than before. Thanks 

UHRN for the support you saved our lives”  
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Below In Photos: Participants sharing their life stories and the Challenges they go through in 

accessing HIV health Services during UHRN’s WAD 2014 celebration. 

 

 

 

In addition, the participants (drug users) cited out the different challenges they face 

especially Stigma and discrimination in the community and at some of the health centres, 

lack of nearby access points for antiretroviral drugs, Condoms, better feeding and lack of 

needles and syringes.  
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The picture of a UHRN Banner below elaborates more on the situation of drug users in 

Uganda….stories captured during Outreaches and Community dialogues conducted in 2014 
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The Uganda Harm Reduction’s programs manager thanked the participants for their 

positive response to the organization’s invitation. In addition, he asked and encouraged the 

drug user community to always love each other, support each other and never to 
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discriminate themselves. “If you don’t love yourself and each other, nobody will   love   

you   and if you discriminate your selves even the society will discriminate you.”   

The facilitator introduced the Agenda of   the event which was; “Lighting Candles and 

observing a moment of silence in commemoration of the souls of drug users who have died as 

victims of HIV /AIDS in Uganda due to lack of appropriate harm reduction interventions such 

as; Needle and syringe exchange program, treatment for drug dependency, overdose and 

HIV/AIDS, due to rampant stigma and discrimination.” The facilitator highlighted that drug 

users in Uganda are facing a number of challenges ranging from bad policies, police 

harassment, stigma and discrimination in the society and in health service centres which 

have become key barriers in deterring drug users’ access to HIV health services. 

In Photos Below: Drug Users Lighting Candles and observing a moment of silence in commemoration 

of the souls of drug users who have died as victims of HIV /AIDS in Uganda          

 

UHRN organized the event to add its voice and express its dilemma in its struggle against 

HIV/AIDS, where the drug user community has been left behind in the HIV programming 

due to limited evidence in advocating for the inclusion and adoption of Harm reduction 

interventions for the drug users in Uganda.  

Questions discussed on the event;  

Why do drug user need to test for HIV / Blood test?  

BRIAN aka “Bondya” an Injecting drug user from Kalerwe hot spot responded that;  it is 

better so that I can be aware of my status such that I cannot be supposed to find myself HIV 

positive when it’s too late.  
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MUSENERO HANIFA a sex worker who uses heroine and Kuba from Kimombasa – Bwaise 

hot spot responded that because I was trained as a peer educator of UHRN   therefore I 

must lead by example and I normally encourage my fellow sex workers who use drugs to 

test for HIV and know their HIV status. As a peer educator I always disseminate the 

information on HIV prevention and I link those who are HIV positive to nearby health 

service centres with HIV services and I follow them up to see whether they adhere to 

treatment (ART).  

NAKALANZI ANGEL a sex worker from Bwaise said that I must test because I’m a change 

maker (UHRN’s Outreach worker in Bwaise) 

NAMUTEBI LILLIAN a sexworker who sniffs Benzene, smokes Marijuana and Injects 

Cocaine from Kawempe said that I must test for HIV not because I’m a sexworker that you 

get infected, but HIV can also be got through other ways like sharing syringe and neddles 

therefore testing is necessary for us who share Injecting kits while injecting our “mugo” 

(Cocaine). 

LOY NABUKKO a sex worker who uses marijuana shared that HIV/AIDS cannot be 

determined from the looks of a person. She added that, her friend hooked up with a guy 

from a broad who used to wear chains and she thought the guy was safe….she gave him live 

sex and the guy infected her with HIV and Gonorrhea. She regrets this up to date. 

Comments on the burner      

The facilitator asked   the participants of what they see on the banner?  

Responses from the participants; 

 He IDU looks positive 

 The SW who uses drugs looks used / raped and tortured 

 The SW who uses drugs looks over dozed  by drugs 

 The SW who uses drugs Looks a tortured sexworker who was used and buttered  

 The SW who uses drugs looks to have lost her mind as a result of drug over doze 

The facilitator asked that how many see themselves related to these images on the 

banner? 

Amanda: who is a sexworker who uses drugs shared that, she was from a night club and a 

client asked her to escort him and on their way a gang of eight men raped her without a 

condom and she became unconscious. 
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 Musenero: a sexworker who uses drugs shared that; “I smoked weed and went out with a 

client who drugged my bottle of beer and he carried me to a slum area in Kibuli one of the 

Kampala city suburb…. he raped me with his friends and I just realized it in the morning. I 

could hardly walk to my place in Nakulabye.” 

Rehema a sex worker from Kabalagala who injects ARVs to get high shared that “I was also 

taken by the client from the street to his place and used me with his pals and later dumped me 

on the street in the middle of the night and I walked slowly in pain and met the police on night 

patrol… I explained to them what had happened to me but the police wanted to use me too 

instead.” 

Namutebi a sex worker who sniffs drugs shared that; “I was taken by a client from the 

streets he drove me in his car…..I didn’t know that he was an army officer. He raped me with his 

colleagues without condoms.” 

Magoba   a sexworker from Bwaise who sniffs heroine shared that; “I was used by a client 

when I was over dozed….the client used me and his colleagues in the anus (Anal sex). In the 

next morning I could not sit I developed diahorhea and I was taken to the hospital. The client 

conned me with fake Gold and they used me without condoms.”   

Nakato a brothel manager from Kisenyi hot spot also shared that; “I was going back home 

from a night club and a gang of night guards raped me and dumped me in the drainage 

channel.” 

Gordon a brothel manager who uses drugs from Kabalagala shared that; “some clients 

exploited a sexworker at my brothel by switching off the lights and they used her in intervals 

without condoms.” 

The following were some of the challenges voiced by sex workers who use drugs and 

youth who use drugs during the UHRN’s organized WAD 2014 event;  

 Police officers rape us 

 We are tortured by the police and clients 

 Routine arrest  

 We are Stigmatized and discriminated in public health centers 

 We have Low level of education 

 We Lack syringes and needles that’s why we normally share with our colleagues 

 Low advocacy for behavioral interventions for us (drug users) 
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 Slow roll out due to limited funding for drug user programs in Uganda. 

 Lack of data to inform evidence based programming for drug users  

 

The facilitator asked the participants; “why do you use drugs?" 

 I  use drugs to gain confidence -sex work using 

drugs 

 Drugs give me appetite to take on many clients 

when I’m working on the streets-a sex worker 

using drugs from Bwaise.  

 Drugs help me to overcome stress and 

depression and many other problems-injecting 

drug user-Kansanga . 

 It's  because of group influence -Brothel 

manger Kisenyi  

 To negotiate well with customers -sex worker. 

 I take drugs to get high and feel warm-drug 

users from queens way.  

 To overcome bad weather / warm up 

 Drugs are part of me – I depend on drugs  -

IDU from KIU 

 Poverty and jobless -  a youth injecting from 

Nalukolongo. 

  Because of too much stigma and 

discrimination from the community  where i 

leave, so  i take  drugs  to  manage it- a drug 

user 

What do you think can be our role   people who use drugs in the fight of HIV/AIDS in Uganda? 

 To provide counseling services to our 

colleagues/fellow drug users. 

 To sensitize our drug users in the community 

through the peer support program. 

 To  link other  drug users  to identifies  friendly 

health services  centre  for HIV prevention and  

treatment and follow-up for  adherence  

 Empower and support people who use drugs 

through peer outreach, condom dissemination and 

sharing of practical information on health and rights 

of drug users.  

 We should become a role model in the fight of 

HIV/AIDS by testing, accessing and adhering 

to treatment. 

 We  should  engage in advocacy and  awareness 

raising on the rights of people who use drugs and 

for access to health, social and harm reduction 

services   

 

 

 

 

 

 


